
Interview with Gil Eastman 


January 31, 1990 

NOTE: The reporter is a fictional 
character. 

REPORTER: Thank you for your 
time to take part in this interview. 

GIL: No problem. 

REPORTER: Thank you. (Turns the 
tape recorder on) I have many ques
tions related to the OPEN LETTER 
TO THE CAMPUS COMMUNITY. 
Are you ready? 

GIL: Yes. 

REPORTER: Do you think Gal
laudet needs to establish a language 
policy which has as its goal, ASL as 
the language of instruction? 

GIL: Yes. This would promote Gal
laudet graduates to appreciate 
English. They would be successful if 
bilingual education is provided. Both 
ASL and English. For college level, 
we should have both Advanced ASL 
and Advanced English. 

REPORTER: They were against 
English? 

GIL: They? Who? 

REPORTER: Hmm ... let me check 
... Just a minute ... Yes, I have them. 
They are Clayton Valli, Carlene 
Thurmann Prezioso, Cecil Lucas, 
Scott K. Liddell, and Robert E. 
Johnson. Do you know them? 
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GIL: Of course, I know all of them. 
You just said they were against 
English? 

REPORTER: Yes, aren't they? 

GIL: No, Where did you get that 
idea? They are . very much in favor 
of English. They are against Sim
Com or SSS. 

REPORTER: I see. Is it true that 
SimCom or SSS has failed? 

GIL: Ah, you know that it has been 
stated a failure for centuries! 
Honestly, I can't comprehend some 
Gallaudet faculty members using 
SimCom or SSS ... neither can the 
students. There are too many initial
ized signs which I have never seen 
before. If a spoken/voiced/signed in
structor presents an hour of speech 
in an artificial languge, I would lose 
my endurance or look for an inter
preter. If there is no interpreter, I 
prefer to read a 500 page novel or to 
watch a presentation in ASL for 
hours. 

REPORTER: What is wrong with 
SimCom? 

GIL: You know Sign Language is 
meant for communicating with 
hands, fingers and facial expressions 
naturally. SimCom is a combination 
of signing and speaking with voice 
simultaneously. Voice overpowers 
the nature of sign language and fa
cial expression while simcomming 
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and it causes stiffness of fingers, hands, and face. 

REPORTER: I didn't know about that. Is that why deaf 
students do not achieve at the same educational level as 
hearing students? 

GIL: Hearing instructors will automatically tum to the 
voices of either hearing or hard of hearing when they 
ask questions or express their ideas. 

REPORTER: Does SSS give the illusion of spoken 
English combined with ASL? 

GIL: Absolutely not, but hearing educators of the deaf 
have claimed lhat to be true. Even some deaf educators, 
too. 

REPORTER: Is SSS not fully accessible to Deaf stu
dents? 

GIL: That is right. Note not fully accessible. Not only to 
deaf students but also to the deaf community. SSS meets 
the hearing instructor's needs. Therefore, it is fully ac
cessible to them. Even to hearing and hard of hearing 
students. 

REPORTER: Oh, I see ... and that means SSS is fully 
accessible to hearing students? 

GIL: Of course, they do not need to watch Sign. They 
can simply close their eyes and hear what the hearing 
instructors say. 

REPORTER: I was told that the Gallaudet Faculty are 
not encouraged to learn ASL. 

GIL: If that is true, it is pathetic! If they learn ASL, the 
students will appreciate more ... would want to read and 
write more. Therefore education would be fulfilled. 

REPORTER: It states that students are required to speak 
while they sign. 

GIL: Yes, it is true. The students have expressed their 
concerns about the grades when they were required to 
sign and speak (with voice) simultaneously. They are 
able to express their critical thinking clearly only in one 
language (ASL or English), not two languages at the 
same time. For example, speaking French and writing 
Spanish at the same time! 

REPORTER: Has SSS provided access to native lan
guage development of English? 

GIL: No. SSS has marred the skills of writing English 
and reading. For example, an instructor would use one 
sign: ~. Each has its own meaning. 

REPORTER: I see. Has SSS provided access to native 
language of ASL? 

GIL: No. Again, SSS has snarled the skills of using ASL 
and reading ASL. For example, the students do not 
know which signs belong to ASL or Signed English. If 
he uses sign for board (wood), he would use Hand Form 
B and place it on each shoulder. I corrected that sign but 
the student insisted it was the right sign because he has 
learned from a hearing instructor. 

REPORTER: So that means SSS has not provided full 
access to the information being taught by teachers to 
deaf children? 

GIL: Obviously... after each class the deaf students 
would meet and ask what their teachers said. They lose 
information because of SSS. 

REPORTER: I get what you mean. OK. Research shows 
that Deaf children of Deaf parents have both good sign
ing skills and good English skills. Is that true? 

GIL: Yes, I am aware of that. Dr. Larry Stewart has 
listed 23 names of deaf leaders in his response to the 
Open Letter. Interesting, there are many of them who 
have Deaf parents. 

REPORTER: Do you think more qualified Deaf teachers 
should be hired? 

GIL: Of course, it would be great. 

REPORTER: I don't see many of them. Why? 

GIL: They don't wish to use SimCom or SSS in the 
classroom. Oh, if they teach at Gallaudet, they have to 
pass the SimCom Evaluation. 

REPORTER: Did you pass the test? 

GIL: Yes ... I felt like .. 

REPORTER: Like what? 

GIL: ... a robot...when I signed and spoke simultaneously 
to please the college policy. But in my classes I have 
violated the policy. 

REPORTER: Violated the policy? 
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GIL: That's right. I don't use SimCom or SSS in my 
classes. I use ASL all the time while teaching ... Of 
course, I discuss English with the students. 

REPORTER: What will the SimCom Policy say? 

GIL: I don't know but I do not wish to belong to that 
Cult. 

REPORTER: Cult? 

GIL: They belong to the group who believe in SimCom 
as a language. 

REPORTER: Well, I was told that hearing people can
not learn ASL as a second language. 

GIL: Well, well ... 

REPORTER: A myth? 

GIL: Ah, you got it. Do you want a fact? 

REPORTER: Yes, please. 

GIL: With proper instruction and with a positive at
titude, they can learn ASL fluently. 

REPORTER: It says that new faculty should receive two 
years of ASL instruction. While ... 

GIL: Wait. It depends on new faculty's skill ... maybe 
less. 

REPORTER: Yes, but let me... while they are learning, 
they should lecture in spoken English and an ASL inter
preter should be provided in their classes. 

GIL: Yes. Qualified professors from Harvard and Yale ... 
with their rich knowledge and experience, the students 
could achieve greatly through interpreters. 

REPORTER: What's wrong with Gallaudet professors? 

Gil: No ... no ... no. Don't get me wrong. I am not ques
tioning their teaching. I respect Gallaudet professors for 
their intelligence in their specific areas but the fact 
remains they still use SimCom. It is a perplexity to me 
because Gallaudet students are denied interpreters in 
classes. Some professors may feel offended when asked 
for interpreters. Ironically, Gallaudet Deaf Faculty mem
bers have interpreters for all meetings. I prefer 
interpreters to spoken/voiced/ signed speakers because 
interpreters do not use voice. 

REPORTER: When a teacher learns ASL, does this lead 
to a broader range of communicative abilities? 

GIL: Definitely, yes, the students will learn English ex
tensively. This will lead to Advanced ASL as well as 
Advanced English. Look at some Deaf professors who 
have those skills. 

REPORTER: It says: In 1984 the NAD recognized ASL 
as a language in its own right, fully deserving of respect 
beacause of its importance to deaf people for its com
munication, educational, and cultural values and as 
requiring a leading place in our educational system. Is 
that so? 

GIL: Yes. English included!! Yes, I know about the 
resolution. 

REPORTER: Well, it also says, "In 1987, the W.F.D. 
stated that the distinct national sign languages of in
digenous deaf populations should be officially 
recognized as their natural language of right for direct 
communication and that teachers of the deaf are ex
pected to learn and use the accepted indigenous sign 
language as the primary language of instruction. What 
do you think? 

GIL: I was at the W.F.D. conference in Helsinki. When 
I learned of the resolution, I thought it was great but ... 

REPORTER: But what? 

GIL: The educators of the deaf in the United States have 
not recognized the resolution of the W.F.D. If Gallaudet 
University recognizes it, the schools in the U.S. will fol
low. 

REPORTER: Ok. Several countries have adapted the 
idea of using a natural language for the education of 
deaf children. 

GIL: Yes? 

REPORTER: Several schools in the U.S. are moving in 
the direction of ASL as the language of instruction. I 
assume this is an American Dream. 

GIL: American Dream? ... If it happens in this country, 
Gallaudet will have many of the best students. Unfor
tunately, the educators in the U.S. are still deaf to this 
idea. 
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REPORTER: If Gallaudet adopts a language policy 
which has as its goal ASL as the language of instruction, 
it will become an important symbol. Is that so? 

GIL: I wish I could say "Finally" instead of "IF." The 
deaf community would greatly appreciate the new lan
guage policy with a goal to respect English. 

REPORTER: I think I'm running out of questions. -Do 
you have something to say? 

GIL: Yes. A few things. First; I really dread many 
senseless initialized signs. I ,know that maI},y hearing sig
ners prefer to use all initialized signs ,to avoid 
fingerspelling. All over the country students learn artifi
cial signs and when they come to Gallaudet, they don't 
know how to spell many words and worse,they don:t 
know what they are. I strongly believe thaCfingerspell
ing is one of the most important parts oftAdv.anced ASL. 

REPORTER: Is it easy to learn the manual alphabet? 

GIL: Of course. If a two year old child can learn to 
fingerspell, so can you in a short time. '11m telling you 
that fingerspelling is beautiful! 

REPORTER: What else do you want to tell me? 

GIL: The university community usually tells me that 
ASL should be used in theatrical productions but not in 
classrooms. 

REPORTER: What's the difference? 

GIL: That's the point! Lately some have suggested that 
performers should use SimCom including initialized 
signs. 

REPORTER: Will you try this idea? 

GIL: No way! I don't know many inititalized signs. Oh, 
I have an interesting fact to tell you. 

REPORTER: Tell me. 

GIL: In every production we had a period of reading 
scripts and translating from English to ASL. The stu
dents would read the scripts and sign to me, word for 
word, all in Signed English. When I asked them what 
those lines meant, they didn't know. 

REPORTER: What did you do? 

GIL: I translated all lines into ASL and explained what 
they meant. They were surprised and finally understood 
them. They repeatedly wished they could have learned 
years ago. It is not the fault of the students. 

REPORTER: Whose fault? 


GIL: Educators of the deaf. 


REPORTER: Don't they really accept ASL? 


GIL: Ah, some educators would ask for my preference 

and I would say I prefer ASL to SimCom using SEE II. 
I am often responded to with a horrified face: raised 
eyebrows, widened eyes, twitching nose and stiff upper 
lip that clearly tells me that ASL is a disease. 

REPORTER: Are you kidding? 


GIL: No, I am serious. Ironically, it is the only facial 

,expression they can make but they can't do facial ex

pressions while signing. 


REPORTER: That's interesting. Thank you, Gil. 


GIL: Wait ... I am not done yet. May I? 


REPORTER: Sure, go ahead. 


GIL: Did you know there are various reactions to this 

Open Letter? 


REPORTER: No. Good or bad? 


GIL: Well, the respondents are basically upset with the 

Open Letter ... or with the writers. I think it is healthy for 
them to express their opinions. I know that all of them 
respect ASL. In fact, the writers of the Open Letter have 
never once mentioned that they were against English. 

REPORTER: I'll remember that (Going to turn the tape 
recorder oft) 


GIL: Before you tum it off, you know the Freedom of 

Speech ... 


REPORTER: Yes. 


GIL: Ah, the Freedom of Sign ... that's our right. 


REPORTER: (Turns the tape recorder oft). 
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